Clinical Decision-making: PL-1 Study Methodology-Bias, confounding, & interactions (6)

Facilitator: Conrad Clemens, M.D., M.P.H.
Learning Objectives: 

Each PL-1 will be able to:

1. List 4 causes of bias in medical studies

2. List one cause of bias for each study design: RCT, Retrospective Case-Control, 
   and an Observational Cohort study.

3. Define recall bias, publication bias, surveillance bias, selection bias, &  participant bias 

4. Define confounding
5. Define interaction

Case:

6 week old infant with fever of 38.2 and no source seen in urgent care. How should you treat her?
Article to be presented by PL-1:

Management and outcomes of care of fever in early infancy. Pantell RH, et al. JAMA 204;291:1203-12. 

Core concepts:

1. Many forms of bias can impact inferences made from a study

2. Recall bias & selection bias are concerns in case-control studies

3. Surveillance bias &  confounding are concerns in observational studies

4. Participant bias is a concern in RCTs
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