Journal Club 2010: PL-1 Observational  Studies(10)

Facilitator: Tom Ball, M.D., M.P.H.             
Learning Objectives: 

Each PL-1 will be able to:

1. List 3 potential sources of error in observational studies

2. Define confounding & differentiate it from effect modification (interaction)

3. List 2 ways to minimize the impact of confounding on study results

4. Differentiate odds from risk in relation to use of odds & risk ratios

Case:

You encounter a mother who is very concerned regarding her child’s wheezing illnesses in day care and if this means he will have asthma. You perform a search regarding the impact of day care exposure on the incidence of asthma.
Article to be presented by PL-1:
Ball TM, etal.  Siblings, day-care attendance, and the risk of asthma and wheezing during childhood. NEJM 2000;343:539-43.
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