Clinical Decision-making: PL-1 Harm & Prognosis (11)

Facilitator: Conrad Clemens, M.D., M.P.H.
Learning Objectives: 

Each PL-1 will be able to evaluate an article re Harm or Prognosis by assessing:

1. Were groups comparable in all other factors?

2. Were exposures and outcomes measured the same in all groups?

3. Was follow-up sufficiently long & complete?

4. Is the temporal relation correct? Is there a dose-response? Is relation biologically plausible?  Were other explanatory factors considered?

5. Strength of association--revisit use of number needed to harm, relative risk, odds ratios (as dictated by specific article) from previous journal club

Case:

A 5 month old is admitted with an ALTE. The work up is negative & he is discharged with follow up in your Continuity Clinic. What should you assess as you see him for EPSDT visits?
Article to be presented by PL-1:

Bonkowsky JL, et al. Death, child abuse, and adverse neurological outcome of infants after an ALTE. Pediatrics 2008;122:125-131.
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