Journal Club 2010: PL-1 Case Control (12)

Facilitator: Conrad Clemens, M.D., M.P.H.             
Learning Objectives: 

Each PL-1 will be able to:

1. Diagram the relationship between exposure and outcome in prospective and    retrospective case-control studies.
2. List 3 reasons to consider use of a case-control study

3. Describe the importance of proper matching when selecting controls

4. Describe the danger of over-matching controls with cases

5. Explain why odds ratios are calculated in case-control studies rather than relative risks
Case:

An aunt brings a 2 y.o. nephew to see you because of brusing on the right side of his torso, neck, & right ear. The child’s parents told her he fell while running at home but she is concerned this might be a sign of abuse. You wonder if the distribution of bruising differs in accidental and non-accidental trauma.
Article to be presented by PL-1:
Pierce MC, etal. Bruising characteristics discriminating physical child abuse from accidental trauma. Pediatrics 2010;125:67-74.
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