Journal Club 2011: PL-2 Data & Tests I (2)

Facilitator: Brent Hall, PharmD.             
Learning Objectives: 

Each PL-2 will be able to:

1. Describe difference between continuous & categorical (ordinal, nominal) variables.

2. Describe normal versus non-normal distributions of continuous variables.

3. List tests used for comparisons of two groups dependent upon variable type:

    Continuous variable with normal distribution—student t test

    Continuous variable with non-normal distribution—parametric test

    Categorical variable—chi-square test

Case:

You see a 15 month old with wheezing and mild respiratory distress. You diagnose bronchiolitis. Six months later after a couple more wheezing episodes the mother asks if oral steroids could be given during episodes instead of daily inhaled steroid, since the child doesn’t like spray and had thrush twice.
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