Journal Club 2011 PL-2 Diagnosis-Medical Liability (9)

Facilitator: Tom Ball, M.D., MPH
Learning Objectives: 

Each PL-2 will be able to:

1. List at least 3 common causes of pediatric lawsuits
2. List at least 3 strategies for preventing likelihood of being sued for malpractice.
3. List at least 3 common diagnoses associated with pediatric lawsuits in your presumed specialty.
4. Describe value of consistent documentation of signs or symptoms with significant negative likelihood ratios when entertaining high risk diagnoses.

Case:

Your hospital attorney tells you the best ways to prevent a lawsuit are to have a positive relationship with your patients and “document, document, document.”  But it seems burdensome to document so much on all your patients and therefore you wonder if you could target the “document, etc” recommendation to a small set of diagnoses for which pediatricians are most often sued.
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