National Pediatric Nighttime Curriculum Objectives
Objectives for the Curriculum:

· Recognize and manage problems which occur at night.

· Prioritize what medical issues need to be addressed at night vs. deferred until the dayteam arrives.

· Increase the problem solving skills of learners by formulating a differential diagnosis and treatment plan.

· Increase skills in triage, handoffs and communication in order to enhance patient safety.

· Recognize one’s own knowledge gaps and areas on which to focus independent learning.
Objectives for Nighttime Rotations1:

· Apply analytic and clinical decision-making skills to the assessment and management of patients.

· Consider the pathophysiologic processes of a disease and its treatment, especially when faced with new and unexpected clinical situations.

· Be able to prioritize the needs of patients.

· Formulate a differential diagnosis and assessment plan with appropriate prioritization.

· Establish treatment and follow-up plans that set appropriate priorities. 

· Recognize when immediate treatment is needed and when it is appropriate to wait and do nothing, or change treatment plans.

· Recognize the limits of one's knowledge and expertise; seek additional information and consultation as needed. 

· Assume appropriate responsibility and make responsible decisions when carrying out duties. 

· Maintain responsibility for patient care when going off duty until suitable coverage is secured. 

· Transfer information and responsibility of care effectively at the time of sign out and change of service. 

· Perform duties such as completing charts, dictating discharge summaries, returning calls, and making referrals in a timely manner. 

· Take responsibility for personal errors. 

· Organize work and manage time productively. 

· Delegate patient care duties to other members of the healthcare team appropriately and work collaboratively to ensure that the patient's needs are met.


 Adapted from the Academic Pediatrics Educational Guidelines for Residency Training
