Clinical Decision-making: PL-1 Measures of Effect (4)

Facilitator: Mark Brown, M.D.
Learning Objectives: 

Each PL-1 will be able to:

1. List one measure of effect for categorical & one for continuous outcomes.

2. Define absolute risk, relative risk, absolute risk difference, number needed to 
    treat, number needed to harm, and standardized mean difference.

3. Calculate a relative risk & the number needed to treat given a set of results.

4. Interpret the relative likelihood of treatment success given a set of effect sizes.

Case:

9 month old with bronchiolitis seen in ED.
Article to be presented by PL-1:

Plint AC, et al. Epinephrine and dexamethasone in children with bronchiolitis. NEJM 2009;360:2079-89.

Core concepts:

1. Absolute risk & absolute risk difference

2. Relative risk

3. Number needed to treat (& harm)

4. Standardized mean differences

5. Dichotomous & categorical outcomes

6. Continuous & ordinal outcomes
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